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FOREST AND
TITGERS

THROUGH THE OF TRIBAL COMMUNITIES

I Indian religion i creorure is

nd culrural herirape, the eiger blends imags of powes, magnificence, and nakiliry

somerimes. 3 protective deiry, ofien g Fellow rraveller in the spirinusl josrney, and even 3 sorcerer of grest influence, No other

ercarure appenrs 1o have influcnced arr, Tirerarure, myths and legends mare chan che riger

The ¢
ing the Indus Valley Civilisation

Several anchent texes — scriprares, epics and treacises — mention the ciger with reverenee and awe

rlicse pepresentarions
wof the tiger appear on tock are, especially in hilly sress. Clear images of the tiger emerged ds

ps deplesed o Female Figure wich twn sigers —an

lebrea qoon oo sjon BEE) mostly on seals and sablecs, A clay ables from Ha

image thar porteays deas of diviniry and ferriliy, but also appears wo represent the unity o humans and amimals.

mskrit word

w appeared for the firsc cime in che later Vedar, the religious e

composed during the and
E. Historians and linguists sugggest that as the Sunskric word vyaghra derives from the oot “scent var’, it implies

thitt the commmnities in this eva studicd viger behavioos closely. Several hymus mencion the vigers and in the Adharvaveda both
the Ferocley of the tiger and los prasective powers ae deralbed

The two great Indian epics - Ramayans and Mahabharat - include descripeions abour the dger. The Ramayana s rich in
vating the peace ansd rranguil of the farest where 1 Such

fiis (hermies) harmoniously dwell with wild beases like the o

vefireinees establish the early appreciation oF the pesitive eelationdhip heoween wildlife and humans

I the Mahabharsta. the descrucrion of forest {like the burning of Khandava foresr v build che

pital for Pandavas in
inst Mature. Again, che Mahabharata emphasises the deep connection berween the
foarest anud tiger, how dhe ciger proreces the firest, and che forest marmures the 1

Guide, & vext e quoced from the Udvogaparvan (che [Hih of che @ books of Mahabhar:

Indraprasthab is referred o a5 w

er. I Valmis, Thapar’s Tiger: The Ulbimane
i o
e cur dowr e favesr il s rigers and da nov hanish she rigers fron she fores, The siger periches sichows the foress, and the fivest
v, vhe elper shoubd stand grard vver ohe

sl

ovexermplify this ref

ovest and

perishes without s tigers. T Jimest should provece all ies rigers.”

Such sn assertion, suppore

| by a rreasure of myths, il and legencls, morivased Forese dwellers sowards conservarion of the

fors a Jifesayle

smd the viger With tioe such beliels snspired various wilnl communicies Bving in and sround fores w adap,

that dees noe harm o exploit the forest,

wo rake birth was the

e of the most dominant culral |

ship of the rlger a5 o force of marure and as 2 fgare

sssociared with deicies ke Gosddess hurga. Godddess Durga is often shown te be riding 2 viger or fion, symblising unlimiced

s a3

power thae is both destruerive and conseructive. Thus, the comsplice in the fght againse evil, and o guide

rowands diviniy

However, with the e

ablishment of regular human seclements and o vagid puce of deforestatbon, the tiger’s survival becane
he sensiciviey with which ancient culoures approached the forest and riger appeared to fade, By lare 15th conmury,

substanrial evidence of the riger heing hunsed emerged. Several royal paimrings porreayed hunring scenes, implying the human

uncercain

imscinet oo deminute and contral the tiper. By the e rgely centuy, the tiger was considered wore a predaror, a big huncing

e trophy

records

After Indins independence from colonial rule n tag7, the lunting of big cacs did ot immediacely end. While early
inicat thar riger papulaion was in the tens of chousanids, it shrunk apidly in e subsequent deeades, Brgeh

iz s

e of extinetion. Beskd

and coophy huncing, By the early sgos; the Bengal tiger was alowst on che ve s incessant hunting, che

ers heing wiped our of India

rising demand for skin, ocher body parts und bones vesulted in an incredible number of rig



D EAS
AROUND THE
EXHIBITION

NATURE, HERITAGE AND HUMANITY

U

The Tiger Census s revealed that Indin is new home o 3,067 sigers. lts 55 ciger reserves, spread acrss 18 stases, offir refige

o the big car, Agains the hackdrop of the 53 riger reserves, the rich culure and heritage of India comes m the forcfrone. Ar

the November 2023 exhibition “Silent Conversacion: From Marging w the Cenrre’, artises from chase mo g rribal commumicies
in and arcund che reserves shared cheir knowledge of the science of colours, morifs, designs, maverials, form, and space, An
exceprional understnding of cheir marerial and culvure helps them w ereare produces of crue value and significance. Their
eraft pracrices are age-old and have an anbroken radicion which dates back 5000 years, adding o the rich and diverse

culrural hericage of che counry.

The trital communicies have 2 loe o offer and weach o the urban populstion of Tndia. Their cre

arive expressson by way of
visual art and crafes reprosents theie cone philosophies and beliefs. Their lifie i ensrenched tn Nature, where the forest i theic
T, andl theeir gods and mvihologics sre all linked w their cosmmlogy.

The north Indian scates of Urrar Pradesh znd Utsarakhand host reserves including Corberr, Rajaji. Dudhwa, Pilibhir, and

Ranipur. These reserves are home o rribal communicics of Van G

jars, Bhoria, Thare, and laji. Whereas ribal communicies
of Tharu, Urson, Gonds, Halba, Bhorra, Maria, Orson, Chero, Birjia, Korwa, and Kherwar inhabic diger reserves in Central
Indin, scates like Bihar, Chhartisgarh, [harkhand, Madhvs Pradesh host reserves such ae Valmili, Achanakmar, Indravari,
L 1h

adi, Palaman, B garh. Ranha, Panna, Pench, Sanjay-Dubei, and Sarpurea,

Jouencying ino rhe northeast, stes of Arnachal Pradesh, Assum and Mizoram possess an anay of tiger reserves, inchuing

Drarmpn, Manms, Namers, Orang, Kaxitangn, Pakke, Numdapha, and Kamlmg, Diverse tribal communities such as the Lisus,
Chukermas, Mishmis, Stogphos, Bodos. Mishings, Karbis, Kacharis, und the Garos live in the surrounding narurl lindscapes,

Townrds the wesr, Rajasthan amd Moharashrea ure home o ciger sancouaries like Mukundea, Ramgarh Vishdhari,
Hanthambore, Sariska, Hor, Melghar, Nawegaon-Naguira, l'ench, Sahya
inhalrited by eribal communiries such as the Meenas, Kalbelias, Gurars, Raibaris, Mogivas, Korkus, Dhamwars, Gonds, Pandhis,

and Nikal,

and Tadoba-Andhbari. These areas are alo

The rich biodiversity of sourhern India {Andhra Pradesh, Rarnacaks, kerala, Telangana and Tamil Nadud, can be wicnessed
within riger reserves much a5 Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam, Bandipur, Bhadra, Biligiti Ranganachaswamy, Dandeli-Anshi (Kali)
Magarahole, Parambikulam, Ferivar, Amrabad, Kawal, Anamalai. Kalakad-Mondanchorat, ond  Modumala Trikal
commumities like the Kurmbars, Panivas, Malalsar, Malai Makasars, Kadars, Eravaliars, !'\l'ul_\'.“ =, Mudhovars, Kasavas, |’=||i_\ ars,

Urali Kacra Maickers. Irulsz, and Cherzis have deep-rooced connectiens to thetr nacural surroundings and play a crivieal role in
s preservation

Lastly, in the castern seates of Odisha and Wese Bengal, in and around che tiger reserves of Sarkosia, Similipal. Buxa, and
Swncdarbins, tribals ke the Oraons. Nepalis, Babhas, Dukpas, Garos, Sanchalis, and Mechs protecs cheir senmrkable nacural
habitats,

The siger stands as o symbol of power, proseerion and spiivstiv. b servss an @ symbol of serenge and holds grea el
significance, The viger is the keystone of ecology und s known as Baghestuar smong many eribal communicies. The woed
Haghestar Tierally eranslares oo “Tiger God', The folldore and mythabogies of rribal communitics view rigers as protectors who
safegard cheir crops from plang-euing animals ke deer, wild brars, and bears, The reverence i also teflected in the cribial

vivwals, during the season oF crop harvesting, where the farmers offer a portion of their firer harvess m the starue of o tger.
Stxch riuals and beliefs have reinforced the faith in the p ion of Nature,

The tribal communities have their own singalar relationship with the Jand they e in. Most of the namralises, mour miides and
jeep drivers and Forest guards in natonal parks and che reserves are eribals who have been living in harmony with predarors
like vigers amd leopards. Saoure in all s glory from lora o Fauna s deeply inregrased ino che life of the ribal communiries.

The exhibition Silent Conversation: From Marging o the Centne offered an opporounity wo work with the people living in
deep, remoee foresss and oo learn aboue che coneribution they make in conserving the forest and the wildlife Tt provided o
md highlighed the urgency w0 conserve and proteer our

s of the harmonious coexiseence of humaniey and Nai

Forcses und foress dwellers
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AN POMWERFUL
BOND OF
COEXISTENCE

Sinee tme inmemortal, i the heare of ndsa's nger reserves, a silent bur powerful alliance has thrived - a bond of coesiscence
bherween the rrihal communizies and tigens of Tndia This bond {5 ner merely o marer of proximiny beoween the e, bue

harmonios relasionship woven throogh the fabric of rime, colioee, and readivion.

The conservarion of wildlife, specially of species like the Bengal viger*, is snaricarely intevowined with the customs, rinals, and
way of life of rrihal commumicies, For generarions, these communisies have served s guardians of the forest, their liveliboeds

imtricately connecred 1 the well-heing of the nawral world anund them. The pratecrion of rigers is noe juse 2 respongbilisy

imposed upon them; ic s 2 deeply ingraimed value pussed down through the ages and is insrilled in cheir duily lite.

In India, theve are over 790 communitics refersed o as Seheduled Tribes (S75), Among these communities, 75 are classifled ac
Parcicularly Yulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGeh and Five in more chan 200 villages across the connery. As per the zon
Lensus, the toral population of rribal communioes i Indin s 1045 crores (nys millon) The framers of the Indian
Comsticutmon granted special provisions for safeguanding wibal culore and the advancement of 5Ts These measures
encompass the presenation of cheir lnguoge, scripr, and other culooral fiees. ensuring cheir educarivaal welfare,

economic ing political

 The: Wenal it s Punchora Eigrs) i Fouaat i tnells, Panglukesh, Blsaean, wistem Chin, st My sk el

I addddition to these comstizutional safeguards, 1 dedicared minisery, the Ministey of Tribal Affaies, was established in 1999 In
the Tast o vears. the gevernment under the leadership of Priose Miniseer Shei Narcade Modi bis tivelessly worked oo enbanee

ehe quatiey of lifi of ol cigizens, wich a special emphusis on manginalised secriens of socieey ke the tribsl commmnities
commizment has cranstaved ingo 0 serics of initiaives simed ar conservation of forests, wildlite, water bodies, and the
enviromment, Furrher, on several occasions che prime miniser has expressed his atfinicy with eribal commumities and resoloed
that their urt will be recognised i the mainstream

The 202y are exhibirs
wildhifi conservation, preservation of cultere. and communicy empowermens. The pamtings and some artefaers on display
besurifilly exressed the majestiv tiger and it relarionshin wich the forest and forest dwellers, All procesds from the sabe of

the ureworks went s che artists, thereby crearing svenues b shernae Beelihoods o them.

Ty November) Silent € fon: From Margisss 1o the Centee” promored three areas of inrerest:

This wisual art book is a complementary compilarion w che eshibition. Fach chapeer is 3 window inee the diverse caloral
msaic of 18 stases of India thar are home o unigue tiger habirars and vibrane rribal communiries. From the misey forests of
Urtarakhand ro the sun-dvenched plins of Malusashira, the volling lindscapes of frackhand w the haunving hills of Kerala,
this book offers o glimpae inm dhe rradivions. coscoms, and ardsce expressions of these communizies. These are forms offer o

meraphor For life of harmeny and preservaclon of Nanare,

The seriking imagery of the book caprures che essence of ribal Tife — the close Kinship with Narure, dme-honoured cosmems,
ard crearive expresstons passed down through generations. Each piece s distince in (s spyle, symbols. and colours, supporned

by v equally irmaginative see oF stovies. Tribul are — poetry; songs, and paintings — ituitively speaks about therr acrive role in

w undl lived experiences around the tiger

proecting the foreses. Their revenmee for Nawmre s informed by cheir svery

ToseTve,

The book alo bears witness o the resilience and ingenity of Indin's wribal communities, whise exissence is inrricarely

L with the § of India's biodsversicy, 1t stands as @ 0 cheir invalushle coneril insqiring

nehers te aceively cantribute v theis beermen:.

This hook is an efforr on behalf of Sankals Poundarion to emphasise the immense conrriburion of rribal communirics and o
promere sheir values af congervarion and harmany o a wider audience. Equally worchy is the vision of the Narianal Tiger
Conservarion Autharity in intreducing such a concepr thar unges for o mere humanistic approach towards conservarion. They
als advoate for betver reeagnition of eribal sy, explocing possibilities of shernare livelihoods. Hopefully. chis viseal are book

will inspive voung and old wichin Tndis smd abroad o make conservation their mission and appreciare the cfforrs and aer ol

eribal communitics.
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West Bengal is el weelands, und the warld's largest mangrove foresr, the Sundarbans, Wesr Bengal

the

il repose in the warm warers of af Bengal st Gang.

The srate has a rich f

a thar includes 1.0ry species our of the $9.451 snimal species shar are found in In

v tiger veserves: the Sundarbans Tiger Reserve and the Busa Tiger Reserve

Sundarbans i 3 maze of esuarics and dsdands. I i the only mangreve in the world inhabiced by o

sitor lieards. The So s have been designased a8 UNESCO World

char

st commecting Busa with forests (n Bhutan, Kochugaon, and Jallapars,

v lundscape,

unas. Craons, Hos, and Bedias, Tribals commn

s livimg aroursd che

also fish w “reverence and an area of rhrear

The faresr is hoth a pl

vs are comsulted betore envering the forest, and oflerings are exeended s forest fes

vt ooy lacals safe when they sravel o the forest. Honey col

ey,

I's tolke and wibal sre evolved a5 3 cule

progesc oo the gemple arcconventions and voval court influesces: The S

s their £ jov, devorlon and celebracion o d g very enchanting minkma

celing

pasning, als called Santhali. T




BEERA NEDI
EEARETT TIDER NESERVE
CELEUR O [LOTH

et fush o

ernor Genera

cved 3 gewel among 13 bliahed i 1gah s Hailey National Park. the Corbere

vok on the name Covbere Macional Park
n ik

mainland and dhived ghobally, has evolved into 3 haven for biodi

timas. It fing oy of fim

rk’s creatiom. This re irst il

t. a renowned Britsh buneer and conservationise instumen e

koo the

voand 3 sancowary for the majescic

and

Gajiars. A very popolar ritual folk ar s

pan, cxecured by shilled wom

Hoors, walls, thredh s, i fir

Ide, or g raparad w
veud clay, which when duy serves as che use, Using

Maure.

mmunirics and providing them with alernarive Telhoads. M

rest s,

Ieepa Megi (From the

i commanieyl, whe lives clos torbere Tiger Reserve, 1 an Adpan an cloth. She shared

r part of self he e cmabile them e draw loans o0 use during

v play an serive re

gy oo the ares
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